
It is with great interest and 

anticipation as I write this.  

Our staff is excited about 

providing and participating 

in a rich and rewarding edu-

cational experience this 

school year.   I have been to 

all buildings on the first two 

days of our 09-10 school 

year and am much im-

pressed with our staff and 

students.  Most importantly, 

and with great pleasure, the 

elementary school has ex-

perienced a spark in enroll-

ment.  Specifically, the Kin-

dergarten classes have a 

student enrollment of 71 

students!  This is a welcome 

factor since it indicates that 

our district is growing!  

Equally important, district 

goals have been adopted by 

the board, that are expected 

to greatly improve our 

school district.   

 

This year, the board is fo-

cusing on the implementa-

tion of district-wide research

-based instruction and the 

completion of a strategic 

plan.  Furthermore, the 

Board of Education also has 

directed the superintendent 

to implement a District Citi-

zenôs Advisory Council 

(DCAC) to serve as a con-

duit between the Board of 

Education and community 

regarding impending poli-

cies of issues before the 

Board of Education.   

Whether you are a new-

comer or a returning citizen 

and student of Midland, we 

welcome you to the 2009-

2010 school year.  
 
PLANNING FOR THE 

FUTURE 

We begin our school  year 

with a much-anticipated  

theme: ñPlanning for the 

Future.ò  Upon completion 

of the year we not only an-

ticipate a strategic plan, but 

also an instructional plan for 

the entire district.  Specifi-

cally, the Midland District is 

currently working on a pro-

fessional development plan 

that will result in the imple-

mentation of research-based 

instructional strategies.  

However, paramount in our 

goals is the desire to con-

tinue to provide the highest 

quality instruction for all of 

our students.  We will con-

tinue to challenge our stu-

dents and increase student 

achievement.  We are confi-

dent that we will achieve our 

desired mission ofé... 

ñproviding learning oppor-

tunities and an educational 

climate where individuals 

can strive to reach their 

fullest potential so as to 

become life-long learners 

and responsible citizens for 

the community.ò  Please 

feel free to stop by and visit 

any of our Midland Family 

Schools. 

By 

Rolf A. Sivertsen 

Superintendent 
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Blue Island Tribe Comes to Lacon 

We would like to thank 

all of the citizens that 

ñbattledò the heat to 

come out and hear the 

Blue Island Tribe Con-

cert. The band donated 

their time and talent to 

help the middle school 

raise money for a new 

piano and portable 

sound system. They 

definitely ñrockedò the 

courthouse stage and 

the surrounding 

neighborhood! 

There was a crowd of 

200+ people to hear 

this reggae rock band. 

The generosity of these 

people and  
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-Street parking for parents picking 

up students will be permitted on 

Seventh Street between Fulton and 

Center Streets. There will be no bus 

traffic on this street. Parking will be 

permitted on both sides of the road 

on Seventh Street.  

-Parking is also available in the 

ñlotò on 7th Street and the desig-

nated parking areas on High Street 

north of the school.  

Lacon Police have been assisting us 

at the beginning of the school year, 

patrolling the area around the 

school between 2:45 and 4 pm each 

day to remind drivers of the raffic 

flow and ensure compliance by all 

drivers. 

We appreciate the Lacon Police 

Departmentôs help in making sure 

that all of our children are safe 

when leaving school each after-

noon, whether they are traveling by 

car, by bus or walking home. And 

we appreciate YOUR help to ensure 

all students exit the buses safely and 

exit the school grounds safely. If 

you have any questions regarding 

WHERE to park, please donôt hesi-

tate to ask!! We thank you for help-

ing to keep all students safe at the 

end of the school day.  

By 

Julie Albers 

Principal 

Midland 

Elementary 

 

 

Since last fall,  along with support 

from the Lacon Police, we estab-

lished a new afternoon traffic  pat-

tern for cars and buses around our 

school. This will be enforced by 

Lacon Police. This new traffic pat-

tern will be in effect from 3:00-

4:00 pm each day.  

What this means for drivers: 

-There will be NO street parking on 

Sixth Street between Fulton and 

Center Streets. This road will be 

DESIGNATED BUS TRAFFIC 

ONLY! All Midland buses will 

pick up and drop off on this side of 

the building. (The only exception to 

this is our Pre-K bus, which will 

still pick up students on the 7th 

Street side of the building.) Signs 

are posted on both ends of 6th 

Street, indicating this to all drivers.  

-There will be NO street parking on 

High Street between Firth Street 

and Sixth Street. This street will be 

designated bus traffic for buses that 

turn there when departing the ele-

mentary school.  Signs are posted 

on both ends of High Street, indicat-

ing this to parents and drivers.  

area businesses has allowed us 

to reach about one-third of our 

goal. We have collected close to  

$1500. When asked how it went, 

Denise Balensiefen puts it in 

perspective, ñWell, we can pur-

chase the bench and the piano 

keys!ò  

 

We would especially like to 

thank Jimôs IGA for donating 

the pop and water. It was a task 

keeping everyone hydrated, es-

pecially the band! The band was 

really impressed with our com-

munity. ñEven in these finan-

cially hard times, this commu-

nity amazed us with their sup-

port for the school,ò states Jamie 

Frey, lead singer for the band. 

ñWe love this community and 

would like to return for a dance-

maybe this fall.ò 

  

The band recently found out that 

they will be traveling to the Mid-

dle East over the Holiday Break 

to entertain the troops. When 

asked how they felt about going, 

Frey puts it in perspective,   

AFTER SCHOOL PICK -UP AT MIDLAND ELEMENTARY  

Blue Island Tribe 

 From Page 1 

ñé.There will be NO street 

parking on Sixth Street between 

Fulton and Center Streets. This 

road will be DESIGNATED BUS 

TRAFFIC ONLY! . é.ò 

ñThat is the least that we can do 

for the men and women that risk 

their lives for our freedom.ò 

By  

Peg Frey 

Principal 

Midland Middle School 



M IDLAND  CUSD #7 PAGE 3 

Geometry.  Mrs. Ringger originally 

hailed from Princeville, but currently 

resides in Gridley with her husband, 

who she married this summer!  Mrs. 

Ringger student taught at Pontiac High 

School.  Her hobbies are sports, reading 

and playing with her niece and nephew. 

The second new teacher at MHS this 

year is Heather Wiley.  Ms. Wiley,  

will be teaching English II CP, English 

II and a new class called Literacy 

Strategies.  Miss Wiley graduated from 

the University of Illinois last May and is 

living in Chillicothe.  Miss Wiley stu-

dent taught at Jefferson Middle School 

and Centennial High School both of 

which are in Champaign, IL.  Miss 

Wiley enjoys watching and playing 

sports, and she is a huge Cub fan! 

Middle School 

Cory Willet  joined the middle school 

and high school Fine Arts Department 

this fall. He taught art in Streator for 

three years prior to  coming to Midland. 

He and his wife live in Ottawa, where 

he also owns a web design business.  

Cory will be working with students in 

the areas of studio art and digital art and 

design. 

On behalf of the Midland Board of Edu-

cation I would like to welcome students, 

parents, and staff back to the fall school 

year.    

New Faces at Midland  

This year there will be new faces within 

the Midland District #7 family. 

Elementary School 

Midland Elementary has employed two 

new staff members for the 09-10 school 

year.  This first staff member is Katie 

Osborne.  Katie is currently a student at 

Northern Illinois University studying 

special education.  When she graduates 

in December Katie will begin her new 

assignment at Midland Elementary.  

Katie is the daughter of David and Lisa 

Osborne of Lacon.  The second new 

staff member is Lindsay McGlasson of 

Sparland.  Most recently, Lindsay was 

employed within the  Spring Valley  

Elementary School District.  Lindsay is 

the daughter of Rod & Nancy Monier of 

Sparland, Illinois. 

High School 

The first new staff member at Midland 

High School is Whitney Ringger. Mrs. 

Ringer, who graduated from Illinois 

State University last May, will be teach-

ing Algebra I CP, Geometry CP and 

 Character education is integrated into 

our daily curriculum. Each month of the 

school year is dedicated to focusing on 

a particular character trait.  Teachers 

discuss the trait with their students, 

share the type of qualities a person with 

that trait possesses, and highlight that 

trait throughout the month. You will see 

posters around school and signs in each 

classroom displaying our monthly trait.  

In addition, each week, we emphasize a 

ñWord of the Weekò. This word is one 

that can be used to describe the particu-

lar character trait we are focusing on 

that month. Each teacher selects a stu-

dent who exemplifies that quality at 

school, and the student receives a cer-

tificate and a pencil, has his/her name 

announced during the Morning Assem-

bly on Friday and has a picture taken for 

future publication in the Lacon Home 

Journal.  

Our character trait for September is 

Responsibility. During our Morning 

Assembly, we define the word and pro-

vide examples of responsible students.  

The ñWords of the Weekò for Septem-

ber will be organized, accountable, 

considerate and role model.  

You can assist us by reinforcing these 

positive character traits at home too.  

By 

Julie Albers  

Principal 

Midland Elementary  

NEW FACES AT MIDLAND THIS YEAR   

CHARACTER COUNTS AT MES  

Pictured L to R above: 

Heather Wiley, Whitney Ringger, Corey 

Willet, & Lindsay McGlasson. (missing Ka-

tie Osborn 

 Students who are responsible are dependable. They 

make good choices and set a good example for 

others. Students at Midland Elementary are respon-

sible students. 
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By 

Rolf A. Sivertsen 

Superintendent 

 

With the advent of the fall season all 

school officials throughout Illinois have 

been urged by the Center for Diseases 

Control to take added precautions in the 

event of a Flu outbreak.  The following 

are precautions that CDC has suggested 

for schools: 

Stay home when sick: Those with 

flu-like illness should stay home for at 

least 24 hours after they no longer 

have a fever, or signs of a fever, with-

out the use of fever-reducing medi-

cines. They should stay home even if 

they are using antiviral drugs. (For 

more information, see  

Separate ill students and staff: Stu-

dents and staff who appear to have 

flu-like illness should be sent to a 

room separate from others until they 

can be sent home. CDC recommends 

that they wear a surgical mask, if pos-

sible, and that those who care for ill 

students and staff wear protective gear 

such as a mask. 

Hand hygiene and respiratory eti-

quette: The new recommendations 

emphasize the importance of the basic 

foundations of influenza prevention: 

stay home when sick, wash hands 

frequently with soap and water when 

possible, and cover noses and mouths 

with a tissue when coughing or sneez-

ing (or a shirt sleeve or elbow if no 

tissue is available) 

Routine cleaning: School staff 

should routinely clean areas that stu-

dents and staff touch often with the 

cleaners they typically use. Special 

cleaning with bleach and other non-

detergent-based cleaners is not neces-

sary. 

Early treatment of high-risk stu-

dents and staff: People at high risk 

for influenza complications who be-

come ill with influenza-like illness 

should speak with their health care 

provider as soon as possible.  Early 

treatment with antiviral medications 

is very important for people at high 

risk because it can prevent hospi-

talizations and deaths. People at 

high risk include those who are 

pregnant, have asthma or diabetes, 

have compromised immune sys-

tems, or have neuromuscular dis-

eases. 

Consideration of selective school 

dismissal: Although there are not 

many schools where all or most 

students are at high risk (for exam-

ple, schools for medically fragile 

children or for pregnant students) a 

community might decide to dismiss 

such a school to better protect these 

high-risk students.  For more infor-

mation on preventive measures for a 

flu outbreak visit:  www.cdc.gov 

Action Steps for Parents if School 

is Dismissed or  

Children are Sick and Must Stay 

Home  
Be prepared to support home learn-

ing activities if the school makes 

them available. ffYour childôs 

school may offer web-based les-

sons, instructional phone calls, and 

other types of distance learning. 

Have school materials, such as text 

books, workbooks, and homework 

packets available at home.  

Have activities for your children to 

do while at home. Pull together 

games, books, ffDVDs and other 

items to keep your family enter-

tained.  

Find out if your employer will al-

low you to stay at home to care for 

sick household ffmembers or chil-

dren dismissed from school. Ask if 

you can work from home. If this is 

not possible, find other ways to care 

for your children at home.  

If school is dismissed, monitor the 

schoolôs website, local news, and 

other sources for ffinformation 

about returning to school.  

Tips for taking care of children (and 

other household members) with the flu  

Stay home if you or your child is sick 

ffuntil at least 24 hours after there is no 

longer a fever or signs of a fever 

(without the use of a fever-reducing 

medicine). Keeping sick students at 

home means that they keep their viruses 

to themselves rather than sharing them 

with others. Stay home even if taking 

antiviral medicines.  

Cover coughs and sneezes. Clean 

hands ffwith soap and water or an alco-

hol-based hand rub often and especially 

after coughing or sneezing.  

Keep sick household members in a 

separate room ff(a sick room) in the 

house as much as possible to limit con-

tact with household members who are 

not sick. Consider designating a single 

person as the main caregiver for the sick 

person.  

Monitor the health of the sick child 

and any other household members 

ffby checking for fever and other symp-

toms of flu. A fever is a temperature 

taken with a thermometer that is equal to 

or greater than 100 degrees Fahrenheit 

(37.8 degrees Celsius). If you are not 

able to measure a temperature, the sick 

person might have a fever if he or she 

feels warm, has a flushed appearance, or 

is sweating or shivering.  

Watch for emergency warning signs that 

need urgent medical attention. These 

warning signs include:  

Fast breathing or trouble breathing  

Bluish or gray skin color  

Not drinking enough fluids  

Not urinating or no tears when crying  

Severe or persistent vomiting  

More Information Available  

Please visit the superintendentôs page at 

www.midland-7.org for more informa-

tion on this important matter. 

 

Article Compiled 

By Rolf Sivertsen 

Superintendent. 

 

MIDLAND TAKING ACTIONS IN EVENT OF FLU 

OUTBREAK  
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The middle school gym is being remod-

eled after 32 years of service.  Specifi-

cally, the gym floor is being replaced 

due to an abundance of asbestos tiles in 

the floor.  The replacement floor is Ma-

ple and is expected to be an excellent 

addition when finished.  Pictures show 

the paint work and the remodeled locker 

rooms.  

    
 

Welcome to a new school year every-

one!  Midland PTO had a great first 

meeting in August & would love to 

invite you to attend our upcoming meet-

ing on Monday, September 28th at 

6:30p.m.  Meetings are open to all Ele-

mentary & Middle school parents and 

take place in the Elementary cafeteria.  

Babysitting will be provided in the gym 

for kids age 3 & up.  We will be having 

two High school students take this re-

sponsibility.  

We are always 

looking for 

fresh new 

ideas and 

welcome any 

new parents, 

so please 

come check us 

out at the next 

meeting. 

We also have many PTO sponsored 

events throughout the school year, so if 

you are interested in helping out please 

contact Staci Blew at 463-2423. 

A few upcoming opportunities to volun-

teer are 

Market day unload & pick-up. If inter-

ested in helping, this will be in the Ele-

P.R.I.D.E. IS BACK 

Midland PTO On the Move By Stacey Watkins Communications Director ð Midland PTO 

ñé...We are always looking 

for fresh new ideas and 

welcome any new parents, so 

please come check us out at 

the next meeting. 

.ò   

mentary cafeteria on Sept. 14th begin-

ning at 4:15p.m. 

Also coming in October will be Grand-

parents Day, this will be on Thursday, 

October 8th, beginning at 2p.m.  

if interested in helping with this please 

contact Stacy Watkins at 246-2033 for 

further information. 

Market Day pick-up time will be  

Monday, September 14th 5:30-6:30 

Thank you and hope to see you at our 

September meeting! 

 

P.R.I.D.E. 

Pride is an acronym for a new par-

ent/community organization that was 

formed last year during strategic plan-

ning meetings conducted within the 

Midland District.  P.R.I.D.E. means 

Premiere Resources Involving Develop-

ment and Engagement.  P.R.I.D.E. 

PRIDE will be meeting on September 

18, 2009 for a goal setting session to 

plan for the final strategic plan. Please 

view the PRIDE page at www.midland-

7.org.  For more information, agendas, 

meeting minutes, or sample plans  

please contact Rolf Sivertsen at 309-

463-2364 or visit PRIDE at 

www.midland-7.org. 

 

  

MIDDLE SCHOOL GYM WORK  


