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Response Text

1. At my time at MHS, there were certain teachers and administration that favored
the boys basketball team and cheerleaders--let them come late to school after
away games--which | found absolutely ridiculous as a member of the girls
basketball team.

2. Midland has a reputation for poor support for their female sports teams. Last |
knew, the girls had more banners hanging than the guys.

3. I felt like at Midland, sports were really the priority, and not academics.
Unfortunately, being an athlete, for most people, will not get you through
life....getting a good education will.

1. | didn't like the mathematics placement. | feel that compared with other
schools, most students did not ever reach higher math courses. If the curriculum
were arranged differently or was more challenging, maybe even starting in Jr.
High, then most kids could be starting freshman year in Geometry and moving up.
I think the students are capable of learning more mathematical concepts than
what is given to them. Business Math never seemed like a useful course that
taught any transferable skills. The math courses need to help better prepare
students for college math.

2. 1 would like to see the music program taken more seriously. Have band and
chorus classes take a full class period, not the short lunch periods.

3. | was sometimes still hungry after eating the whole tray lunch, and I'm a girl!
Better food.

When | took Chemistry, | had Mr. Stork. After my class, it was taught by Mrs. BC,
and | would hear stories about how she didn't really know what she was teaching
and you had to teach yourself. He definitely prepared me for my general
chemistry class. | remembered what he taught us so it was a really easy A for
me, and | would help other classmates. For the past two years, | have been the
general chemistry, biochemistry, and organic chemistry tutor.

I was also lucky enough to take Biochem/Micro before it was cut. It helped me a
lot in my future college career because that's what I'm going into.

The English Department sucked. We hardly ever wrote any papers. If we did,
they were always summary and not analysis We didn't read any novels or write
an analysis paper until Mrs. Lucas came. Senior year, she would always give
examples from certain books and we would have no idea what she was talking
about. She would get so frustrated because of the lack of information we knew
and how we had never written an analysis paper before not that that really helped
me much in college, but it may have help others.

| really enjoyed my time at Midland. Having completed my first 2 years at
Sparland High School, | was wary of consolidation. However, the larger school
provided me with the opportunity to take more advanced classes, make new
friends, and participate in additional sports. Overall, it was a very positive
experience and made my transition to college easier. | think improving
communication with Alumni and utilizing the web is a great innovation. Keep up
the good work.

1.)More focus on academics rather than sports. Athletes seem to have
experienced a different set of rules, more permissive. Grades and learning are
more important - those resources could be spread to create greater interest in
academics.

2.) Make clubs than are more inclusive rather than exclusive. (Peackleaders)
Student Council should actually be a useful club. When | was a student people
just joined it just to be in, not really to add ansything to the club.

3) Outreach to international exchange students- We should have learned more
about their cultures while they were here. This experience should have
broadened our student thinking and made us more inquisitive about people
outside of Lacon-Varna-Sparland.

- More foreign language options
- Better guidance counselors (need to emphasize all steps for college and timing)

More extensive music programs. more vocational classes, and | hear that the
football team has fallen on some hard times.
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16

Midland show offer more study skills classes, ecomomics classes, and more
computer science classes.

Nov 30, 2009 5:22 PM

17

The faculty needed to be aware of what was happenening in the halls, and
outside the school doors. While drugs don't play a major role at MHS, they play a
big enough role, that it needed to be dealt with. In my time at MHS, | would have
liked to have seen more electives offered, like what is being offered now.

Nov 30, 2009 5:37 PM

18

i don't know.

Dec 1, 2009 8:41 PM

19

class variety

Dec 1, 2009 10:01 PM

20

School spirit

Dec 2, 2009 1:32 AM

21

more one on one time (counciling) with each student whose grades are in a
specific range that would show that they are capable but not working to potential,
if a student hits another student it shouldn't be a detention. Its a battery
(misdomeanor). if the victim is permanately physically damaged or an object is
used as a deadly weapon then its aggrevated battery (felony). leave that stuff up
to the cops and some of the harrasing might stop. don't ever write a student off or
make them feel like they are written off. unless they are complete jerks, then lock
them up in some room somewhere for four years and don't let them near the good
kids. note: |did enjoy high school. | blame myself, not the school, for anything |
didn't get out of it.

Dec 2, 2009 6:40 PM

22

1. | think that more MHS students would be more inclined to attend college is
Financial aid/ Student loan info were to be discussed. Since many students’
parents did not attend college, students may not know how accessible college is.

Dec 2, 2009 10:30 PM

23

English, hand-on shop classes dealing with machinery, computer usage

Dec 3, 2009 12:19 AM

24

More literature in existing English class

Dec 3, 2009 2:04 AM

25

More windows to stare at the corn - LOL

Dec 3, 2009 2:22 PM

26

the food and better class rooms

Dec 3, 2009 4:34 PM

27

1. The higher level math classes did not encourage all students, but instead only
a few that had already excelled in mathematics.

2. There could have been more opportunities in the arts.

3. Athletics were focused on more than academics sometimes.

Dec 3, 2009 8:24 PM

28

1. wished we had done musicals every year

2. physical education department did not seem to grade fairly. Don't think people
should get a bad grade for not being able to play a sport well even though they
really tried. It isn't something that can necessarily be taught.

3. locker situation was tough. we didn't pick our lockers and | was always stuck
with the locker that had the book part at the very top and i was unable to reach it

Dec 4, 2009 2:23 AM

29

Athletics (poor hiring decisions), Sciences, Foreign Languages (Spanish was the
only one available)

Dec 4, 2009 4:08 AM

30

teaching me how to be a student rather than testing my student abilities

Dec 5, 2009 7:35 AM

31

Midland high school is not a safe environment for people who are not
heterosexual. It is not a safe environment for racial minorities. It is not a safe
environment for anyone who is not christian. In general, the faculty and
administration of MHS did not care (or at least did not do anything) about ongoing
sexual harassment of female students and queer male students. | skipped as
much class as | possibly could because | could not stand to be in such an unsafe
environment. When confronted about me skipping classes, there was never a
question of why | would skip classes, and | was told that | would not succeed in
college because | did not care about high school (I'm getting a PhD now, so take
that Mrs. Griswold). The only thing | liked about MHS were Lynn (office staff) and
Mrs. Querciagrossa (Algebra). Those 2 people saved my life.

Dec 5, 2009 4:33 PM

32

N/A

Dec 6, 2009 1:33 AM

33

Computers, technology, foreign language course selection.

Dec 6, 2009 1:52 AM
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34

1. Expanding the school
2. More teachers
3. More classes

Dec 7, 2009 5:30 PM

35

Mainly the lack of prep for students after high school. Some effort was made on
helping decide on a major, but certainly not enough. Many students move on and
change majors, drop out, change schools, etc. Better preparation may help.
Also, a comment on the survey above - | don't feel that a few of the questions are
detailed enough, too open-ended. Also, would maybe recommend a neutral
selection between disagree and agree. If I'm neutral on a question, I'm forced to
decide one way or the other, which could skew the results.

Dec 8, 2009 4:04 AM

36

Extra curricular activities and events. There was a large section of the student
body that never had anything to do outside of class. Maybe find some other
activities/sports that appeal to other interests.

Wider variety of classes. It seemed MHS was pretty well tied to the basic classes
offered at a HS.

Dec 9, 2009 12:58 AM

37

variety of language classes offered, stronger teachers- more knowledgeable and
excited to teach, better visual arts roster

Dec 10, 2009 2:18 AM

38

More AP Courses, making students strive to excel on their own, and involvement
in community

Dec 14, 2009 3:55 PM

39

treating everyone the same and not giving special treatment, more field trips in
areas of interest,

Dec 15, 2009 4:52 AM

40

band, football

Dec 21, 2009 2:27 PM

41

There were many cliques in my class within the girls and it just wasn't nice. It
would have been nice to somehow have an assembly for just the girls that
addressed this problem.

Jan 4, 2010 1:33 AM

42

The Foreign Language Department- | think it would be great if more than one
foreign language were offered in-school. While Spanish may be popular due to
the influx of immigrants from Mexico, | would also have been interested in French,
German, or Italian. At the U of | and in my real-world experiences, | have met as
many people who speak those languages as those that speak Spanish.

Jan 7, 2010 10:46 PM

43

1. More holiday involvement, i.e. hallway decorating, canned food drive
competitions, etc...

2. Never felt threatened by unwelcomed outsiders, so | wasn't pleased when the
intercom system was put in, doors were to remain locked and cameras
supposedly placed in the parking lot.

3. Astudent lounge would have been beneficial

Jan 10, 2010 11:20 PM

44

This seems extreamly trivial now, but the equality of male and female sports was
rediculous. | wore the same uniforms for all my sports all four years, while boys
got new ones atleast 2 times. In fact our girls jv basketball team had old boys
uniforms. Softball was easily the best sport at midland and wasn't given anything.
I don't necessarily mean possessions or material things, but support,
encouragement, and apprecition was lacking.

Fair punishment is another thing. While in highschool | made some dumb
desicions. Me and 4 other girls stole one t shirt from a lost and found and were
suspended for 3 days, and 4 basketball games, where as a couple of boys
vandalized others schools buses and hotel rooms and were susepended for 1 day
and the first quater of their game. | am not saying that | shouldn't have gotten
punished b/c | was a punk | deserved it, but | wish punishment would have been
the same across the bored.

Really... Consistency is the main thing that needs to be implemented. Or needed
too 5 years ago, | can't speak for how it is run now.

Jan 12, 2010 3:57 PM
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45

Some teachers treated students differently based on their perception or the
student’s academic capabilities.

More variety in course offerings (Language, computer courses, etc.)

Jan 12, 2010 4:10 PM

46

| didn't get a lot out of a few of the required classes:

Health- | was forced to take a version of health every single year of my education.
| felt it was the same exact class, same exact learning topic, and same teaching
method utilized each time. That being said, | went to college and was yet again
forced to sit through the same material, but this time, with a different name,
"Wellness."

We were unable to keep a girls basketball coach for more than one year in a row
for my thee years. We just couldn't win. | think that this was partly because we just
weren't a strong team to begin with, but | think consistent coaching could have
improved the program exponentially.

| was really frustrated that | couldn't take a Spanish 3 class my senior year. | loved
the Spanish Language (still do) my first two years, but we weren't able to have the
next level because we needed 5 students to enroll. We only had 3 interested.

Jan 13, 2010 5:22 AM

47

Football needs better supported. Independent studies classes offered.

Jan 19, 2010 3:58 AM

48

1. Expanded athletics (football, wrestling).
2. Foreign language club(s).
3. Larger computer lab.

Jan 19, 2010 8:40 PM

49

Better library selection. More computers. Better communication.

Jan 23, 2010 12:38 AM

50

Many areas need improvement. Science needs a lot of improvement. Spanish
needs some improvement. English needs a lot of improvement. | felt like | never
reached my potential for writing essays.

Jan 27, 2010 8:41 PM

51

1. Foreign Language (Something other than Spanish should be available)
2. Not many computer classes when | attended in 02
3. Seemed to lack educational field trips and speakers

Jan 29, 2010 9:55 PM
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